Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1961
Cancerous tissue has catabolic and anabolic activities in common with normal tissues and the enormous literature of enzymic behaviour and metabolic pathways of normal tissues and organisms is paralleled by an equally vast literature on the biochemistry of tumour tissue. A short monograph summarizing the present situation should therefore be of considerable interest and value. Professor Bergel discusses in turn the three major hypotheses whereby the essential abnormality of metabolism in tumour tissue is excessive aerobic glycolysis according to Warburg, specific enzymic patterns in tumours according to Greenstein or, in Potter's view, a deficiency ofa normal metabolic pathway. He summarizes evidence suggesting that in some tumours nucleotide and amino-acid catabolism is reduced and indicates how these disturbances may be brought about by secondary factors influencing the activity of enzymes. He presses for work with renewed vigour to decide whether the abnormalities found are causes of the malignant growth or whether they are merely secondary to it.
This short book which, from the title of the series of monographs to which it belongs, presumably was intended to be of value to the general reader, is not easy to read and in fact is likely to be fully appreciated only by readers with a good knowledge of modern biochemistry. Professor Bergel is at his best in the last third of the book which describes the work done at the Institute of Cancer Research, and this more than makes up for any difficulties the more general reader may have with the preceding sections.
Clinical Radiology of the (Esophagus by Marcel Brombart translated by Sheila Kenny MA MD(Dubl) pp xx+383 illustrated 84s Bristol: John Wright 1961 This book on the radiology of the oesophagus is notable for several reasons. The subject matter is presented in a very clear and orderly manner, the common sense and integrity of the author gives much of the text an authoritative background which will help the student to learn the X-ray appearances of the various lesions of the cesophagus, or of other structures which may affect the contour of the cesophagus, and also the clinical significance of the various abnormal appearances described, and will guide him through the difficulties of interpretation where our knowledge is still incomplete. The selection of cases is admirable, and the quality of the radiographs and their reproduction is outstanding. The translation is very clear and the book is very easy to read. It will be of more value to the student of radiology than the cesophageal specialist, partly because the author does not always emphasize his personal views, and quotes the statements of others rather uncritically, and partly because it was originally published in 1956, and the references are all before 1954. As a result none of the results of more recent studies of the cesophagus by cineradiography, often combined with pressure recorders in the lumen, or observation of surgical pathology is included. It is a great pity a new edition is not available in which the views of the author on these more recent findings could be recorded.
Handbook of Medical Laboratory Formulae by R E Silverton AIMLT FRMS and M J Anderson FIMLT
pp xii +676 90s (postage 2s 3d)
London: Butterworths 1961
The authors of this book set out to provide a complete manual describing the preparation and use of reagents employed in the various branches of hospital pathology. Much thought and hard work has obviously gone into its preparation. In some sections the choice must have been difficult, and the description of 9 different media for the isolation of Staph. pyogenes and 5 bacterial flagella stains illustrates both the problem the authors faced in deciding what to put in and what to leave out, and the lack for some purposes of entirely satisfactory reagents or methods. The main sections are those dealing with bacteriology, histopathology, hematology and chemical pathology, and in these can be found the usual reagents and a number of unusual ones. The appendices range from tables of saturated solutions to sources of supply of chemical reagents, antimicrobial agents and filtration materials. The symposia held at the Royal College of Physicians have set a very high standard and this most recent one appears likewise to have been excellent in every way. A group of workers in the field ofgenetics gathered together and gave oftheir best for two whole days. A free discussion followed in which the President of the College took a leading part. Those who wish to know of the recent advances in this most important field will
